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A NeHoldBarred Interview

With Shana Feste, Writer and Director
Interviewed by Susan Whitmore,

grief Haven Founder/ Pres
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very special indeed. That is because of a rare woman, Shana
with her tenacity, gifted writing ability, passion for her subject,

will laugh, learn, cry, embrace your loved ones, and walk away

you have just been gently rocked in the arms of hope. Shang|

folks. And she considers this movie her gift to all who have w
sand miles in those grief shoes. This is a gift you will want to o
you can fully appreciate it.
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down together in March to break bread (well, more like egg whliﬂe
browns) and discuss the making, directing, and producing of thiis
movie, it quickly became obvious that the next two hours werg|g

F

D
experiences, and fierce commitment to giving grief a voice, indeli
the journey of a family who loses a child onto the screen for all|t
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the screening with ogriefHaverBoard members, so | already k
how remarkable, accurate, moving, and special it was. Althoug
reviews talked about the movie being too this or not enough t
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What begins as an extreme portrait in grief develops into a movi

account of a family coming to terms with loss. The film then fq
on the discovery within the household: how the parents live o
the death of a child; how the girlfriend faces the future as a
mother with a set of grandparents for her child that she barely
how Allen and Grace find each other again after years of inatte
their marriage. Y@the Greatess a movie that manages to make
that sense of absence that an untimely death creates. Bennett
huge presence in the lives of all of these charécéerd eventuall
they must discover that, to keep those memories alive, they
come together. What they share ultimately is greater than the
they feed but only if they find a way to pool the memories, rathe
hoard them.

Sarandon is like a raw nerve onscreen, her antennae on hei
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nothing to do with trying to achieve control. That, ultimately, i
The Greatess about: accepting the fact that you have little cont
the world and letting life go on anyway. Feste has written a
finely wrought tal&lhe Greatess engaging to watch. As Feste m
her way to the stage [at Sundance] after the final credit rolled,
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